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• “A cattle market”, “Bedlam”, “Chaos”,  “A 

Swimming pool”, “A youth club”, “Madness” 

 

• Prison an “acoustic community (Truax 

1984) 

 

• Surveillance/ “sousveillance” (Fernback 

2013) 

 

• Of 711 Prison inspection reports (90’s – 

2015) Over half refer to sound  

 

• A barometer for social climate (“how does 

it feel?” “It ‘feels’ spikey” 





“Strangeways” Bloomstein 

(1980) 

Degree to which the prison day is 

predictable and steady 

 

Wake of “Strangeways” riots (1990) Woolf 

report 1991, cast long shadow. 

 

Assumes we can understand order by 

focusing on conditions for disorder 

 

“The everyday tune that’s 

normal for here” 

 

- Order and is focus 

 

- Demonstrates not directly opposed states 

(limits of legitimacy) 

 

- Engages with prison “community” 

 

 



Van Gogh, 1890  



http://www.sensorycriminology.com/
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