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C. Fox, The Archaeology of the Cambridge Region (1923), p. 244 

Archaeological remains were known in the area, having 

been firstly noted in the late 19th century, and then when 

the buildings of Croft Gardens went in, in the first 20th 

century. The Anglo-Saxon period occupation at Newnham 

was noted in C. Fox’s landmark book, and objects can be 

traced in the British Museum and the Museum of 

Anthropology and Archaeology. 



MAA, 1936.357-.366 

 

In 1936, Mrs. Laurie Wyatt offered to sell 'a 

complete "Grave Set" found at Cambridge’ at ‘the 

site in Barton Road now has three blocks of new 

flats with bright green roofs built over it.’ 

Archive correspondence,  

https://collections.maa.cam.ac.uk/objects/415357/ 

Further finds came to light through the 20th century, 

making clear that there was an early medieval burial 

ground with both inhumations and (at least a few) 

cremations. 
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When the building work was begun, King’s College undertook 

an assessment of the preservation of archaeological remains 

and embarked on the scientific excavation of the entire 

building site (in accordance with legal requirements and 

stipulations for planning permissions).  A commercial team, 

Albion Archaeology, undertook the work in the summer of 

2020. 



King’s Croft Gardens, looking North 

Summer 2020 (photo: Dronescapes) 

 

 

 

The early 20th-century buildings had relatively 

shallow foundations which did not destroy 

the archaeological stratigraphy extensively.  



King’s Croft Gardens 

Summer 2020 (photo: Dronescapes) 

 

 

 

The site comprises large 

ditches running N-S and W-E  

on the Eastern side of these 

ditches are about 60 graves, 

with no specific orientation. 



King’s Croft Gardens, plan 

of excavated features  

(plan:  Albion Archaeology) 

 

Within these graves, some 

look to be earlier than 

others. Red graves here have 

a typology which looks to be 

Romano-British, while the 

pink ones look to be early 

medieval.  



King’s Croft Gardens, HS 2386, unfurnished 

stone-lined grave. Roman?  

(photo: Albion Archaeology) 

 

 

The earliest graves have nothing in 

the way of grave goods (unfurnished), 

and were sometimes lined with 

stones. 



King’s Croft Gardens, furnished grave. HS 

2524, SF 277, 278, Early medieval. 

(photo: Albion Archaeology) 

 

 

King’s Croft 

Gardens, Early 

medieval beads 

(photo: Albion 

Archaeology) 

 

 

The subsequent graves often include 

grave goods, whether they were 

objects placed in the grave with the 

dead or jewelry and objects of 

personal adornment, with which the 

corpse was dressed when buried.  

Here the skeleton was buried 

wearing two brooches at the 

shoulders to hold her garment and a 

strand of beads between them. The 

brooches are bronze, which has 

oxidized to a grey-green colour. 



King’s Croft Gardens, plan 

of excavated features  

(Albion Archaeology) 

 

The subsequent graves often include 

grave goods, whether they were 

objects placed in the grave with the 

dead or jewelry and objects of 

personal adornment, with which the 

corpse was dressed when buried.  

Here the skeleton was buried 

wearing two brooches at the 

shoulders to hold her garment and a 

strand of beads between them. 

The ditches may have been cut in the 

Iron Age and then recut in the 

Roman period. The graves appear to 

respect the limits of the ditches. 

Some are clearly buried with respect 

to other graves, along the same 

orientation for instance. 



King’s Croft Gardens, SF 342 

(left) before conservation (right) x-ray prior to conservation 

(photo: P. Greaves, Drakon Heritage (twitter: @drakonheritage) 

 

 

 

Anglo-Saxon dress (drawing: Lucy, The  

Anglo-Saxon Way of Death, fig. 3.7) 

Some individuals were buried 

wearing brooches, buckles, wrist-

clasps and other objects. We 

understand quite a lot about the 

way that brooches in particular 

changed over the fourth, fifth, 

and later centuries. These 

changes are related to migration 

patterns from the Continent and 

within Britain, technological 

developments, as well as local 

tastes.  



King’s Croft 

Gardens, SF 342 

in conservation 

(photo: P. Greaves,  

Drakon Heritage 

(twitter: 

@drakonheritage) 

 

T. Martin, ‘Women, 

knowledge and power: the 

iconography of early 

Anglo-Saxon cruciform 

brooches’, Anglo-Saxon 

Studies in Archaeology and 

History 18 (2013) pp.1-17 

The changes in the ways in 

which these objects were 

made sometimes speak to 

wider connections between 

people across a distance 

and cultural connectivities, 

and they were key parts of 

presentation of gender and 

status of the deceased. 



Field drawing of burial 2249 with 

grave goods: amber beads, gilded 

cruciform brooch, and other 

Jewelry (Albion Archaeology).  

 

The person wearing the brooch we 

just looked at was a young woman, 

about 18 years at death (based on data 

provided by Dr Corinne Duhig, who is 

carrying out the preliminary skeletal 

inventory and analysis). She was also 

wearing amber beads and wrist clasps. 

At some point after the decomposition 

of soft tissues, her grave was opened 

up and another corpse was added, a 

young man aged 18-25. What was their 

relationship? How do the objects they 

were wearing relate to their identity?  

New methods of analysis might permit 

some answers to the first of these 

questions: isotopic analysis and aDNA. 

Field drawing of burial 2249 and 

2248 (Albion Archaeology).  

 



King’s Croft Gardens, 2239 

(HS 2239, SF 231) 

(photos: Albion Archaeology) 

 

Another person, most probably male and under 30 at time 

of death, was buried with a glass vessel (claw beaker), a 

shield (the iron boss is preserved), a spear, and a pottery 

vessel.   



King’s Croft Gardens, SF 321 

(photo and video: P. Greaves,  

Drakon Heritage (twitter: @drakonheritage) 

 

 

 

The claw beaker, while not 

extremely rare, is not 

common either. It is 

currently being conserved 

and studied, and may be 

able to tell us about 

technology and glass 

manufacture and trade in 

early medieval Britain. 



(plan: Evans and Lucas (eds.), 

Hinterlands and Inlands: The 

Archaeology of West Cambridge 

and Roman Cambridge Revisited 

(Cambridge, 2020), fig. 2.41, with 

thanks to Chris Evans and 

Andrew Hall. 

Roman ‘Cambridge’ was in the 

area of the castle, north of this 

part of Newnham. There is little 

evidence of early medieval life in 

the Roman town, but a number of 

sites (mostly cemeteries) along  

the western side of the river Cam 

[next slide]. Bede, writing about 

730, reported that monks from 

Ely came by boat to a deserted 

city nearby looking for a 

sarcophagus appropriate for an 

abbess.   



[Looking for stone for a sarcophagus for Aethelthryth, sainted abbess and former 
queen, the monks from Ely] ‘got into a boat (for the district of Ely is surrounded on all 
sides by wates and marshes and has no large stones) and came to a small deserted 
fortress not far away which is called Gratacaestir in English [usually taken to mean 
Cambridge, not modern Grantchester], and near the walls of the fortress they soon 
found a coffin beautifully made of white marble, with a close-fitting lid of the same 
stone. Realising that the Lord had prospered their journey, they brought it to the 
monastery. 

 

Bede, The Ecclesiastical History of the English People, written about 731. Book IV, ch. 19, 
trans. from the Latin by B. Colgrave (Oxford, 1969). 



Recent excavations in 

northwest Cambridge 

showing location of the 

Girton cemetery under 

the College building and 

grounds 

Image © Girton College 



Published plan of the 

Girton cemetery 

(Hollingworth & O’Reilly 

1925 frontispiece) 



Roman glass vessels and 

5th/6th century cremation 

urns from Girton College 

Images © Girton College 



First page of Jenkinson’s 

notes on the Girton 

excavations (used as the 

basis for the publication in 

1925) 



Photograph and location of Saxmeadham, 

71 Grange Road (childhood home of 

Jacquetta Hawkes) where Anglo-Saxon 

burials were found in 1912 during its 

construction, close to the larger cemetery 

on St John’s cricket pitch 

After Fox 1923 

© Cambridge 2000.com 



© Ordnance Survey 

Location of the St John’s 

cricket pitch cemetery, 

excavated in 1888 during 

the building of the Racquet 

Court 



Finds from Girton, St 

John’s and Croft Lodge, 

published as Fox 1923, pl. 

XXVII 



Original records from the St John’s 

cemetery excavations: excerpt from 

Jenkinson’s unpublished manuscript and one 

of the postcards sent during the excavations 

from von Hugel to Jenkinson reporting on 

discoveries during the latter’s absence from 

Cambridge 



King’s Garden Hostel 

(plan: Dodwell, Lucy and Tipper, 

‘Anglo-Saxons on the Cambridge 

Backs: the Criminology site 

settlement and King's Garden 

Hostel cemetery’, Proc. of the 

Cambridge Antiquarian Society 

XCIII (2004), figs. 1 & 3.) 

 

Photo of the 

Criminology 

site © CAU 



Location of Anglo-Saxon 

cemeteries in the 

Cambridge area – note the 

distribution mainly along 

river valleys 

Evans, Lucy & Patten, Riversides: Neolithic 

Barrows, a Beaker Grave, Iron Age and Anglo-

Saxon Burials and Settlement at Trumpington, 

Cambridge. (Cambridge, 2018), fig. 5.42 



Evans, Lucy & Patten, Riversides: 

Neolithic Barrows, a Beaker Grave, 

Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon Burials and 

Settlement at Trumpington, Cambridge. 

(Cambridge, 2018), fig. 5.1-2 



Evans, Lucy & Patten, Riversides: 

Neolithic Barrows, a Beaker Grave, 

Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon Burials and 

Settlement at Trumpington, Cambridge. 

(Cambridge, 2018), fig. 5.3 



Grave 1: possible female, 14/16-18 years and C14 date 

Evans, Lucy & Patten, Riversides: 

Neolithic Barrows, a Beaker Grave, 

Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon Burials and 

Settlement at Trumpington, Cambridge. 

(Cambridge, 2018), fig. 5.4 



Evans, Lucy & Patten, 

Riversides: Neolithic Barrows, a 

Beaker Grave, Iron Age and 

Anglo-Saxon Burials and 

Settlement at Trumpington, 

Cambridge. (Cambridge, 

2018), site photo and fig. 5.13 



Evans, Lucy & Patten, Riversides: 

Neolithic Barrows, a Beaker Grave, 

Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon Burials and 

Settlement at Trumpington, Cambridge. 

(Cambridge, 2018), fig. 5.5 and 

archive photos 



Evans, Lucy & Patten, 

Riversides: Neolithic 

Barrows, a Beaker Grave, 

Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon 

Burials and Settlement at 

Trumpington, Cambridge. 

(Cambridge, 2018), figs 

5.6-7 

Bed-fittings from Grave 1 



Evidence for linen chemise, wool dress and large linen shawl/veil in Grave 1 

Evans, Lucy & Patten, Riversides: 

Neolithic Barrows, a Beaker Grave, 

Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon Burials and 

Settlement at Trumpington, Cambridge. 

(Cambridge, 2018), fig. 5.15 


