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What will I know by the end of this talk? 

How mass emigration influenced postwar migration and 
citizenship law and the lives of millions of people 
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What is the major trend in postwar net 
migration? 

0 





Total outmigration between 1850 and 1990 – roughly 24 million 
 









‘Patriality’ and exclusion: 1948 to 1973 



A revised timeline of UK migration history 

Emigration 

24 million between 1850s and 
1980s 

In 20th century most go to the 
'white Commonwealth' (Aus, Can, 
NZ) 

Immigration 

The 1948 Act gave UK and Colonies 
passport holders the same rights, 
whether travelling from the UK to 
Commonwealth countries or vice 
versa  

Hostile Environment 

The 1962 Commonwealth 
Immigration Act instituted a work 
voucher system, ending free 
movement 

The 1968 Act barred entry to 
Commonwealth citizens unless they 
had a grandparent born in UK 

The 1971 immigration act formalised 
the idea of ‘patrial citizenship’ 

1981 British Nationality Act removed 
automatic birthright citizenship 



https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/mar/19/lambs-to-the-slaughter-50-lives-ruined-by-the-windrush-scandal 




