
 

KING’S COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE 
 

At a meeting of the Council held in the Wine Room 
On Tuesday, 21st February 2017 at 4.30 pm 

 

Present: Provost In  Vice-Provost 
 Dr Barber Attendance: First Bursar  
 The Revd Dr Cherry  Senior Tutor 
 Dr Davies  Domus Bursar 
 Professor Dunn  *Ms Iossifidou 
 Professor Efstathiou  *Ms Hickman 
 Mrs Headen   
 Professor Humphrey to item 82  * Open business only 
 Professor Mouhot to item 82   

 Dr Taylor By Invitation: Professor Griffin for items 68 & 69 
 *Ms Clark to item 69   Ms James  
 *Ms Whittier  to take Minutes 
 

OPEN BUSINESS 

 

Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Dr Sagar. 

 

Declarations of Interest 

Ms Iossifidou and Ms Whittier declared an interest in item 68. 

 

61. Minutes of Open Matters of 7th February 2017. 

 The minutes of the Open Business of the meeting held on 7th February 2017 
were approved subject to an amendment to minute 36 by the Vice-Provost.  

 

62. Matters Arising 

 There were no matters arising. 

 

63. Action List 

 Council noted the Action List and some amendments were made.   

 

64.  Minutes of Council Committees: 

a.  Council accepted the Minutes of the Finance Committee of  



27th January 2017. There was a query about possible changes to the 
membership of the Committee; the matter would be further considered 
by the Committee before proposals were sent to the Governing Body. 

b.  Council accepted the Adornment Committee Minutes of 2nd February 
2017. 

 

65. Oral Reports from College Officers 

 There were no oral reports. 

 

66. Chapel Events 

The Dean presented a paper giving notice of future events taking place in the 
Chapel. 

Agreed: 

Council noted and approved the use of Chapel for the events listed above. 

 

67. Oversight of Conferences and Events in College 

A paper from the Vice-Provost reported on new conferences and events 
organised by the Catering Department. 

 

68. King’s Junior Member Rents 2017 - 18 

The First Bursar, Senior Tutor and Assistant Tutor presented a paper 
regarding the Junior Member rents for 2017 – 18. The setting of college rents 
follows a formula agreed by the Working Party on Fixed Charges a number 
of years ago. The Working Party agreed that rents should be set according to 
the rents of other universities which undergraduates may have gone to 
instead of coming to Cambridge. Each year the Assistant Tutor and the 
Accommodation Officer survey the rent of the cheapest ensuite room at nine 
universities and peg the median of these rents to the cheapest ensuite at 
King’s (the cheapest ensuite being the fairest and easiest comparison across 
these universities). As these figures were for 2016 – 2017 they were then 
multiplied by the CPI figure for December 2016 (released at the end of 
January). Safeguards were then built in: rents cannot increase by more than 
5.2% in any year (prior to CPI) and then the proposed rents are also 
compared with other Cambridge colleges. The cap was reduced from 6.5% to 
5.2% last year following a working party of Council recommendation. 
Furthermore, all but one University have increased their rents this academic 
year (5.72% increase on last year). The CPI for December 2016 was 1.6%, 
equating to an increase in rents of 6.88%. The undergraduate members were 
opposed to the changes proposed but accepted the validity of the rent 
mechanism, which is due for its regular review in the next year. In response 
to a query from the student members the First Bursar explained that the 
money raised from room rents was well below the costs of providing and 
servicing the accommodation.  These costs include utilities, cleaning, 
maintenance, porters and depreciation.  Income from the use of rooms by 



conferences helps us but the deficit on accommodation overall is well over £1 
million per year for King’s College – almost twice the average for all 
Colleges. 

 Agreed: 

To set Junior Member rents and fixed charges for 2017–18 in accordance with 
the proposals set out in the paper. 

 

69. Fire alarms in Bene’t Street Hostel 

The KCGS President presented a paper requesting compensation in the form 
of a rent band reduction for the term of Michaelmas as a result of frequent 
false fire alarm activations. On several occasions the alarms have gone off 
very late at night, or very early in the morning. The night-time evacuations 
have had a detrimental effect on the students’ health, their academic work 
and their extracurricular activities.  

The First Bursar commented that College had not failed in its duty to the 
students. The First Bursar and the Domus Bursar have contacted senior 
management at both Zizzi and Cau who have expressed concern about the 
situation but this has not been communicated to restaurant managers and 
staff. College has offered to maintain the alarms and to show new managers 
how to reset their alarm. Progress has been made as Zizzi have finally 
agreed to allow College to hold a set of their keys in the event of an alarm. 

It was agreed that the disturbance to residents has been substantial and it 
was proposed that the rent band be reduced until the situation improves. It 
was also agreed that the Senior Tutor would look at the correspondence 
between the First Bursar and senior management at Zizzi and Cau, and 
discuss this with the First Bursar. 

Agreed: 

a. That the rent bands for all rooms in the Bene't Street Hostel will be 
discounted by one rent band starting in the Michaelmas term 2016. This rent 
band reduction will continue for further terms until such time as the number 
of false fire alarm activations equals the average level of fire alarms over the 
past five years.  

b. That this situation was exceptional and it was hoped that this matter would 
not be raised again. 

c. The Domus Bursar, the First Bursar and the Assistant Tutor continue to 
negotiate with the management of the Zizzi and Cau restaurants to secure 
assurances regarding the proper maintenance of their fire and smoke 
detectors, adequate staff training and access to the restaurant. 

 

70.  King’s Voices Proposed Trip to Eire 

 The Dean presented a paper proposing a trip by King’s Voices to Eire from 
Wednesday 22 March to Monday 27 March 2017 for their annual tour.  

 



Agreed: 

That King’s Voices be given permission to perform in Eire. 

 

71. King’s College Boat Club charity event 

The KCSU and KCGS Presidents presented a paper on behalf of King’s 
College Boat Club requesting permission from Council to use the side lawn on 
King’s Parade for a Charity Rowing Event.  

Agreed: 

To allow KCBC use of the side lawn by King’s Parade for this charity event on 
11th and 12th March, subject to detailed planning with the Domus Bursar, Head 
Porter and Senior Groundsman. 

 

72. Any Other Business 

 None. 


