
 
KING’S COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE 

 
At a meeting of the Council held in the Wine Room 

On Tuesday, 1st March 2016 at 4.30 pm 
 

 

Present: Provost  In  First Bursar  
 Professor Dunn Attendance: Vice Provost 
 Professor Laidlaw  Senior Tutor 
 Professor Moffett  Domus Bursar 
 Professor  Mouhot  *Ms Love 
 Dr Barber  *Ms Courea 
 The Revd Dr Cherry  Mrs Headen for Items 85 and 90  
 Dr Taylor   

 Mr Trevithick  Mrs Wilson to take Minutes 
 Dr Weibye   
 *Mr Abrams  * Open business only 
 *Mr Fleming   

 

  

OPEN BUSINESS 

Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Dr Candea. 

Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

74. Minutes of Open Matters of 16 February 2016 

The minutes of the Open Business of the meeting held on 16 February 2016 
were approved and signed.   

 

75.  Matters Arising 

Item 55.  Financial Control:.  The First Bursar said these would be sent to 
Heads of Department before the budget meetings. 

 Item 51.  King’s Junior Members’ Rents: Dr Barber queried whether the 
meeting had actually voted on the second part of the students’ motion, 
regarding setting up a working group to investigate methods of smoothing out 
rent increases.  The Provost said that both parts of the motion had been 
proposed and voted on together, but accepted that this may not have been 
entirely clear to some members. It was agreed that Council would re-open this 
question if so requested by the Governing Body at its meeting the following 
week. 

 



76. Action List 

 Council noted the Action List. 

 

 

77. Minutes of Council Committees: 

a.  Council accepted the Adornment Committee Minutes of 4 February 2016.   

b.  Council accepted the Gardens Committee Minutes of 12 February 2016. 

c.  Council accepted the Buildings & Safety Committee Minutes of 8 
February 2016.   

d.  Council accepted the Chapel Committee Minutes of 10 February 2016, 
including changes to the Terms of Reference. 

e.  Council accepted the Computing & Website Committee Minutes of 22 
February 2016 and the changes to the Terms of Reference.  In response 
to a question from the Senior Tutor, it was agreed that the Senior Tutor’s 
Assistant should be a member of this Committee.  It was agreed that 
“oversee” be replaced by “enable”. On the suggestion of the Committee 
Dr Braybrook was appointed as Chair. 

 

78. Visits to the Chapel Roof 

The Dean submitted a paper on behalf of the  Chapel Committee, who had 
considered the risks involved in visits to the Chapel roof.  The Committee had 
recommended regulations to govern such visits because of the risks inherent 
in visiting the vault and roof and also to give clear guidelines to Chapel staff 
and to those who lead visits.  

Agreed: to adopt the Regulations described in the paper for visits to the vault 
and roof of the Chapel. 

 

79. Gateway Report 

The Domus Bursar asked Council to note and endorse those projects being 
passed to Governing Body for approval.   The Senior Tutor asked about the 
possible impact of the Gibbs’ refurbishment on E staircase.  The Provost and 
Domus Bursar would inform the residents of E Staircase about the proposed 
plans following the planning meeting the following week.  The Domus Bursar 
would take proposals to the Governing Body and Council the following Term. 

Agreed: 

a. that the Old Gardens Hostel heating system, kitchens and bathrooms, 
the ESOS and a refurbishment to the front of College projects enter the 
Portfolio and into the Inception Phase. 

b. that the Gardeners’ Building, External gate card access and boiler 
replacement to 14 – 21 King’s Parade move to the Investigation Phase. 

c. that the repairs to the balcony in Cranmer Hostel move to the Delivery 
Phase. 



d. that the Refrigeration and Condensers and Keynes lift refurbishment 
Projects move to the Review Phase. 

e. that the additional student rooms in Spalding Hostel Project should 
exit the Portfolio. 

 

80. Requests to use the Chapel 

The Dean presented a paper giving notice of events to take place in the 
Chapel. 

Agreed: that the Chapel be used for the events listed in the paper. 
 

81. King’s Funday 

 The KCSU presented a paper asking Council to confirm the main event plan 
for the Funday 2016.  Following a query from the Senior Tutor, Mr Fleming 
said he would ensure that the student Domus Officers had met with the 
required College Officers to agree the plans.  The Domus Bursar 
congratulated the students on bringing the information in such good time 
before the event.  Students and staff should be informed of the event well in 
advance. 

Agreed: that the Student Entertainments Officers be asked to work with the 
Domus Bursar, the Lay Dean and the Designated Premises Supervisor and 
bring any variations on the proposed plan back to Council. 
 

82. King’s Affair 

 The KCSU presented a paper asking Council to confirm the Main Event plan 
for the King’s Affair 2016.  The Senior Tutor said the paper should have been 
agreed with the Domus Bursar, the Assistant Tutor and the Designated 
Premises Supervisor before being brought to Council. 

Note: Council welcomed the proposals for the King’s Affair 2016 and expected 
that it would proceed to agreement once there had been discussions with the 
Domus Bursar, the Assistant Tutor, the Designated Premises Supervisor, the 
Head Gardener and the Head Porter.   

 

83. Report on Oversight of Conferences 

The Vice-Provost tabled a paper reporting on new arrangements for the 
oversight of conferences and events organised by the Catering 
Department.  This would now be a standing item on the Agenda. 

Council noted the new arrangements. 

 

84. PREVENT Risk Assessment 

The Senior Tutor reported that Council’s interim Freedom of Speech and 
PREVENT Committee had met to discuss the College’s obligations under the 
law and recommended that the College adopt the amended risk assessment.  



The KCGS President reported that an open meeting was to be held for all 
students to be able to speak to the Senior Tutor about this. 

Agreed: to adopt the Risk Assessment drafted by Council’s Prevent and 
Freedom of Speech Committee and submit it to the next Governing Body 
meeting for information.   

 

85. Development Report and Gifts 

The interim Director of Development gave a description of Development 
events, activities and fundraising since the last termly report to Council on 
24 November 2015.  The first two months of the year had seen a slump in 
donations, but there were strong chances of improvement in the next 
quarter.  Following a query on organising alumni events for very small 
numbers of attendees, she reported that the Development Office were in the 
process of conducting a skills audit and the situation regarding alumni 
events was being appraised.  The office was working with CUDAR on 
overseas prospects and on some joint events, particularly where the numbers 
of King’s alumni were very small.   Following the Provost’s visit to Hong 
Kong at the beginning of the year a donation had been received.  The College 
was working with CUDAR and Cambridge in America to identify key 
prospects for the Campaign. 

Council noted the Report and approved the new gifts and pledges of £10,000 
and above received between 16 November 2015 and 25 February 2016. 

 

86. Any Other Business 

 a. Hospital Memorial Fund 

The First Bursar presented a paper asking Council to support a proposal for 
a memorial to the First Great Eastern Hospital. 

Agreed: to support the proposal from Clare College and a local community 
group to inscribe a memorial to the First Great Eastern General Hospital at 
Clare College.  The hospital was on land then owned by Clare and King’s.  It 
was a fitting record of the suffering that the hospital sought to alleviate and 
the influence it had on Cambridge. 

 

 b. Expectations of Members of Council 

The Provost presented the guidelines for all business transacted at Council 
meetings.  It was intended that this paper be given to all new elected Council 
Members and new Officers in Attendance at their first Council meeting.  
Council members said they would like to have lists of all student 
representatives on the different College Committees; this would be sent 
round with the Minutes.  The Provost said he would add some words about 
tenure.  He would also speak to the Dean about the matter of sensitive issues 
arising at meetings where there was no reserved business. 

Council noted the guidelines. 

 



 c. Visitors Guides’ Uniforms 

The Domus Bursar presented a paper asking Council to agree to a change of 
uniform for the Visitor Guides.  He explained that the Visitor Guides would 
look after visitors in College, in the Chapel during visitor hours, and in the 
shop.  The Vergers would look after Chapel Services, assisted by stewards 
who would be volunteers.  In response to a question the Domus Bursar and 
Dean confirmed that those looking after Chapel Services would wear the 
same gowns as before. 

Following a query from the Senior Tutor, the Domus Bursar said that the 
new Visitor Services Manager would liaise closely with the Head Porter and 
Dean’s Verger to ensure consistently good training on interfacing with the 
public and students.  

 Agreed: to approve the change of current uniforms for former Chapel Clerks, 
Custodians and Visitor Centre staff to black jacket and trousers/skirts, white 
shirts/blouses, with a King's College tie, for Visitor Guides and Visitor Centre 
staff. 

 

 d. Turing Memorial 

The Provost reported that he had asked Professor Zeeman to convene a 
Working Group to consider this and had invited the following people to join 
the Group: Dr Berestycki, Dr Griffin, Dr Ahnert, Professor Humphrey, 
Professor Massing, Professor de Bolla.   

Agreed: that the group should also include Professor Laidlaw, the Director of 
Development and two student Council members, to be Mr Abrams and Mr 
Fleming. The group should be asked to report to Council at its second meeting 
of the Easter Term, on 10th May, on the best memorial to Alan Turing 
considered in the wider context of his life and consistent with his legacy 
including consideration of a statue, possibly by Antony Gormley.  


