
 

 

KING’S COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE 
 

At a meeting of the Council held in the Wine Room 
On Tuesday, 29th April 2014 at 4.30 pm 

 
 
Present: Provost  In  Vice-Provost 
 Dr Adkins Attendance: First Bursar  
 Dr Braybrook  Senior Tutor  
 Dr Candea  Domus Bursar 
 Dr Fischer   Mr Tchernev*  
 Dr Flack  Mr Allen* 
 Dr Marston   
 Dr Omitowoju   Mrs Wilson to take Minutes 
 Mr Alexander-Dann*                                                                                                                          * Open business only 
 

OPEN MATTERS 

 

Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Dr Browne, Professor Keverne, the Revd Dr Morris, and Mr 
Abrams. 

 

Declarations of Interest 

Dr Braybrook declared an interest in Item 107. 

 

100. Minutes of Open Matters of 4th March 2014 

 The minutes of the Open Matters of the meeting held on 4th March 2014 were amended 
and signed.    

 

101. Action List and Matters Arising 

Buildings Committee Minutes: Dr Adkins commented that the renovation of Chetwynd 
Court had been discussed for years but was always given a low priority.  The First 
Bursar said that this project could not be justified on financial grounds.  However, the 
Vice Provost said that it might be relevant to the Appeal for the Chapel’s 500th 
celebrations as it might be justified on strategic grounds. 

 

102 Church Patronage Minutes of 6th March 2014 

 Council accepted the Church Patronage Committee Minutes of 6th March 2014. 

 

103. Buildings and Safety Minutes of 10th March 2014 

Council accepted the Buildings and Safety Committee Minutes of 10th March 2014. 

 

 



 

104. Computing and Website Committee Minutes of 24th February 2014 

 Council accepted the Computing and Website Committee Minutes of 24th February 
2014.  

 

105. Building Works Summer 2014 

The Bursar reported that the Buildings and Safety Committee had agreed a 
programme of work for the financial year 2014/15, subject to funding. 

The meeting discussed the possibility of delaying the erection of scaffolding on the 
Gibbs’ Building until after the Tour de France.  The Domus Bursar would investigate 
the possibility and would discuss this with Dr Omitowoju, the Admissions Tutor. 

The Domus Bursar confirmed that the doors in Spalding hostel would be changed to 
key cards using new technology. 

 

106. Beckett in King’s College Chapel 

The Provost presented a proposal on behalf of Professor Prendergast for an exhibition 
and a related series of satellite events (musical performances, readings) to take place 
in the context of the 500 commemorative programme. The bulk of it was to take place 
in Chapel and was provisionally planned for sometime around late October/early 
November 2015.  

This event could be good advertising in the context of the 500th Chapel anniversary, or 
might form part of the University Arts Festival, and Council supported the event in 
principle, depending on the dates being suitable.   

The Provost agreed to ask Professor Prendergast for definite dates to bring back to 
Council.   

 

107. John Rose Prize 

Seventeen essays were submitted this year by both undergraduate and graduate 
students, covering a range of topics in physical, biological, and mathematical science.  

Prizes were divided between undergraduate and graduate entries as follows:  

Undergraduate: 

1st prize of £300 to Chris Galpin. 

Joint 2nd prizes of £50 to: Holly Pacey, Raphael Scheps, and Sophie Harrington. 
 
Graduate: 

1st Prize of £300 to Enrico Ghiorzi. 
Joint 2nd prizes of £50 to Richard Alexander Ingmar Bethlehem,  Steven Kaneti, and 
Robert Stockill. 

 

108. Rylands Art Prize 

Twenty-one entries were received for the Rylands Art Prize 2014, and the Committee 
was impressed by both the range and approach of the submitted works. Photography 
and figurative painting were both well represented in both quality and quantity, 
continuing a trend that has been noted by the judges in recent years; abstract 
composition was less favoured.  

Joint winners, Joshua Bristow & Tom Waszkowycz - £450 each 



 

109. Suzie Gautier-Smith Prize 

This prize was in memory of Susie Gautier-Smith, a King’s undergraduate from 1983 to 
1986.   

This year the Prize had been awarded to Samantha Brain, a third year undergraduate 
studying English in recognition of her activity in various theatrical works in Cambridge 
and in King's College Drama Society. 

 

110. Buying Flats in North-West Cambridge 

The First Bursar presented a paper asking Council to consider joining with several 
other colleges to purchase flats in North West Cambridge. Thirty-seven flats would be 
bought by the consortium, giving 6 or 7 flats to each College.  The First Bursar pointed 
out that if this purchase were seen as an investment, in which case it was a matter for 
the Investment Committee, then in order to make financial sense the College would 
need to charge rents at market value.  If discounts were given to bring the rents in line 
with those charged for other College properties leased to Fellows and/or post docs and 
graduates, then there would not be a good return and the First Bursar would not 
recommend this.  It was felt that even if market rents were charged, purchasing the 
flats would still provide easier access to housing for post-docs and Fellows, if not 
cheaper.  Following requests from Council members, the First Bursar agreed to 
provide figures for the next meeting of Council showing the financial returns.  Council 
would need to reach a decision at its next meeting for the proposal to be submitted to 
the Governing Body. 

 

111. College Fees 2014-15 

The First Bursar asked Council to agree the level of fees for undergraduate students 
from October 2014.  He reported that if fees were raised by 5% the College would 
remain among the lowest in Cambridge.  It was suggested that the College might 
move towards the median level over a number of years.  To do this in one move,  the 
College would need to increase fees by 10%.  Raising fees might lower the pressure 
caused by the number of applications received, and the extra money could be used to 
provide more bursaries.  Council did not support this suggestion for the current year.  
The First Bursar agreed to bring figures to a Council meeting in the next few weeks so 
that increasing fees by a large amount could be discussed. 

    Agreed: to set the College undergraduate fees for the academic year 2014-15 at the 
following levels. 

  Publicly funded (starting before 2012)   £4,185 

  Publicly funded (starting in or after 2012)  £4,500 

  Privately funded (starting before 2012)   £5,475 

  Privately funded (starting in or after 2012)  £5,988 

 

112. Consultation on the Cambridge Bursary Scheme 

The Senior Tutor submitted a paper asking Council to consider how colleges ought to 
fund the Cambridge Bursary Scheme when the 10% provided by the Isaac Newton 
Trust is withdrawn in 2016. The First Bursar said that neither of the options presented 
was good, as the first put pressure on poorer Colleges, and with regards to the second 
option, funds were already redistributed by the Colleges Fund.  The First Bursar and 
Senior Tutor agreed to write a response asking that the Colleges Fund be used for this 
purpose. 



 

Agreed:  

a. to reply to the consultation on the future funding of the Cambridge Bursary 
Scheme arguing for a redistribution of funds to support poorer colleges.  This is 
expected to entail a cost to King’s College of about £28,000 per annum.  The 
Finance Committee should plan to meet this additional cost in its budget for 
2016-17 and thereafter.  

b. to instruct the First Bursar and Senior Tutor to write on behalf of Council in 
response to the consultation. 

 

113. Use of Audit Room for PKP Summer School 

The Vice Provost submitted a request for permission to be given for the Audit Room to 
be used by PKP for the Summer School this year.  The First Bursar suggested that a 
charge be made for the rooms used. 

Agreed: to allow the Audit Room to be used by the PKP Summer School on the 
dates given below, subject to the First Bursar and Financial Tutor being satisfied with 
regard to the financial arrangements: 

 

July 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 29th, 30th, 31st. 

 August, 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 12th, 13th, 14th. 

 

114. Permission to use the Fellows’ Garden      

The Vice Provost presented a request from Professor John Dunn and Dr Anastasia 
Piliavsky for permission to erect a marquee and have live music in the Fellows Garden 
on 30th August 2014 for their Wedding Reception.  The First Bursar said that Council 
needed to be clear on what grounds any permission was given as it might open the 
door to many more requests. 

Agreed: to allow a marquee to be erected and live music to be played in the 
Fellow’s Garden on 30th August 2014, subject to details being agreed with the Domus 
Bursar.  

 

115. Use of Hall 17th January 2015 

The Vice Provost submitted a request from Naomi Forward, a second year 
undergraduate at King’s and currently the Vice-President of the ASNaC Committee, 
for permission to use Hall on 17th January 2015 for a dinner for students, lecturers 
and alumni within the ASNaC Society – around 150 people in total.  Council discussed 
whether this would lead to many other applications being made for use of the Hall in 
Term.  The First Bursar pointed out that the University Development Office had been 
refused permission during Term time.  The Vice Provost suggested that permission 
might be given for a certain number of events each Term.  It was agreed that this case 
was not sufficiently special to warrant the disruption of Hall in Term. 

Agreed:  not to allow Hall to be used for a dinner for the ASNaC Society on Saturday 17th 
January 2015. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

116. Use and booking of public rooms 

The Vice Provost submitted a paper asking Council to review the guidelines suggested 
by the Working Party proposed by the Catering Committee at its meeting on 17 
February and subsequently endorsed by Council at its meeting on 4 March.   

The Graduate President asked whether Hall might be used by students for study 
purposes during the period leading up to exams.    Options such as partitioning the 
Hall and using the Beves Room were discussed.  The Senior Tutor supported the 
proposal and agreed to talk to the students and to Catering so that this could be tried 
on an experimental basis. 

The First Bursar said that financial information about usage of rooms was needed for 
a sensible decision to be reached.  All charges for rooms for events needed to be costed; 
for any reduction in events the consequent reduction in budgeted expenses would need 
to be made. 

Council members were asked to send comments to the Vice Provost to be taken to the 
next meeting of the Catering Committee. 

 

117. Any other business 

There was no other business. 


