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At a meeting of the Council held in the Wine Room 

 on Tuesday 19 January 2010 at 4.30 pm 
 
Present: Provost 

Vice Provost  
Senior Tutor 
Dr Barber 
Dr J Browne 
Professor Dunn 
Dr T Griffin 
Dr V Harris 
Dr Laidlaw 
Dr Lummis 
Mr Rowbottom 
Mr Trevithick 
Dr Zeeman 

Francesco Messineo  
Aris Komporozos- 
  Athananisou 
Charlotte Kuhlbrant 
Jihye Moon 
 
 
In attendance: 
Bursar 
Ms Amiss 
 

) for  
) Open 
) Business 
)  only 
) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OPEN MATTERS 

The Provost welcomed the new Council members.  It was noted that Professor 
Henderson was elected to Council but is on sabbatical leave this term.  
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
1. Minutes of Open Matters of 24 November 2009 

The minutes of Open Matters of 24 November 2009 were approved as drafted. 

 

2. Action List and Matters Arising 

a. Received:  the action list of open matters. 

b. Agreed:  that there were no matters arising. 

 

3. Report on Annual Congregation (Open Business) 

The Provost reported that the Governing Body had voted in favour of the 
amendment to the Ordinance dealing with the composition of Council.  This 
must be voted on a second time, and it was agreed that this would best be done 
at Congregation next term.  
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4. Instrumental Awards Bequest 

a.  Received:  a paper from the Provost concerning the proposal to set up a 
trust fund as a result of a bequest to the College from the estate of Derek 
Cornwell. 

b. Noted:  that the Bursar and Senior Tutor would bring a paper to a 
future Council meeting with details of the terms of the trust fund. 

 

5. Guest Room Charges 

a. Received:  a paper from the Vice Provost. 

b. Agreed:  that prices charged for guest rooms be changed to those 
detailed in the paper. 

 

6. Race for Life  

a. Received:  a paper from the Bursar. 

b. Agreed:  to permit Cancer Research UK to route their “Race for Life” 
through the College on Sunday 4 July, subject to the arrangements 
being approved by the Head Porter, Safety Officer and Bursar.  

 

7. Cambridge Shakespeare Festival 2010 

a. Received:  a paper from the Bursar on behalf of Dr Munday. 

b. Agreed:  to permit the Cambridge Shakespeare Festival to stage 
performances in the Fellows’ Garden over three weeks in August 2010, 
at a fee of £165 per day.  Detailed arrangements to be agreed with the 
Head Porter and Head Gardener. 

 

8. Maternity Leave 

a. Received:  a paper from the Bursar. 

b. Noted:  that the Bursar has implemented changes to the fixed term 
contracts of those Research Fellows who were appointed last term that 
explicitly allows extension of the contract period for maternity or 
paternity leave.  The Bursar recommended that new contracts be issued 
to existing fellows on fixed term appointments and that the Regulations 
be revised to reflect this and other changes.  The Provost said that he 
would propose such revisions at the 12 February Congregation.  The 
Bursar will bring back another paper to Council. 

 Dr Harris thanked the Bursar for having made these changes. 

 

9. Audit Review 

a. Received:  a paper from the Bursar. 
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b. Agreed:  to appoint Dr J Griffin, Mr S Billington and Dr T K Carne to 
interview prospective auditors and report to Council before the end of 
the Lent Term 2010. 

 

10. College Shop 

a. Received:  a paper from the Bursar. 

b. Agreed:  to set up a Committee consisting of the Bursar (Convenor), 
Simon Billington, the Director of Development, Dr Barber and a Junior 
Member to be named by the KCSU to review the operation of the 
College Shop.  The Committee should report to Council by the start of 
the Easter Term 2010 so that Council can report to the Governing Body. 

 

11. Charity Commission 

a. Received:  an oral report from the Bursar. 

b. Noted:  that a meeting between the Provost and Bursar and 
representatives from the Charity Commission had taken place on 19 
January concerning the College’s registration, which is likely to take 
place by March.  Areas of discussion included defining the objects of the 
College, the choir school, who the trustees would be, and conflict of 
interest. 

 

12. 800th Anniversary Finale 

[This was decided by Council during the Christmas vacation under the 
Vacation Powers.] 

a. Received:  a paper from the Bursar.  

b. Agreed:  to permit the University of Cambridge to organise a 
performance on the College lawns beyond the Wilkin’s Screen on King’s 
Parade for the evening of Sunday 17 January 2010, subject to the 
agreement of the Head Gardener, the Health and Safety Officer and the 
Bursar.  

 

13. Student Rent Rebate 

Noted that, because of emergency work on the main College boilers, the rooms 
on A staircase, Keynes and Webbs Court were unheated for three days from 
4th  January.  When the College knew that this would happen, the Tutorial 
Office told the students concerned and advised them not to return unless it 
was essential.  Those students who have a long contract were entitled to return 
for 4th January, if they so wished.  Accordingly, those who intended to return 
but were unable to do so should not be charged for their rooms for the week 3rd 
to 9th January.  This will be done by credit to their College Accounts. 
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14. Student Rents 2010-2011 

a. Received:  a paper from Professor Osborne and the Bursar. 

b. Agreed:  to set junior member rents for 2010–11 in accordance with the 
proposals set out in the paper. 

c. Noted:  that if it is found that the College is in the top quartile of 
student rents amongst Cambridge Colleges, the rents will be re-
considered. 

 

15. Art Centre 

i. Received:  a paper from the Senior Tutor about the Art Centre. 

ii. Agreed:  

a.  that the responsibility for oversight of the Art Centre should rest 
with the Senior Tutor; 

b.  that the activities of the Art Centre should be overseen by a 
committee consisting of the Senior Tutor or a deputy, the Art 
Centre Teacher and Co-ordinator, and a Student Representative 
appointed by KCSU; 

c.  that the sum of £300 a year should be included in the Tutorial 
Budget to cover equipment and expenses in the Art Centre; 

d.  that the King’s College Portfolio should be advertised on the 
King’s website. 

 

16. Visiting Students at King’s and Exchange Programmes 

i. Received: a paper from the Senior Tutor on Visiting Students and 
Exchange schemes. 

ii. Agreed:  

a.  to renew the summer exchange of undergraduates with Siena on 
the existing terms for a further period of five years; 

b. to advertise the senior Siena scheme to graduate students; 

c. to explore the possibilities of turning the Harvard scheme into an 
exchange scheme. 

 

17. Any other business 

Building work:  there was a discussion about the amount of building work 
that has been carried out over recent months.  The Provost said that the work 
fell into two categories:  planned work and emergency work (e.g. repairs to the 
gas supply over the Christmas vacation).  He said that he had conducted a 
specific review of the gas shutdown and the matter would be considered as 
part of the review of the Bursarial function (see item 22 in Private Matters). 

 


