KING’S COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE

At the Ordinary Congregation
held on Friday 21st July 2023
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The Vice-Provost chaired open business due to the delayed arrival of the Provost.

66.

None.

OPEN BUSINESS

Declarations of Interest

Dr Malar Jayanth declared her interest in Item 69, as she is the current
holder of the Research Fellowship in Slavery.

67.

on 26t June 2023

Minutes of Open Business of the Ordinary Congregation held



68.

69.

Approved.

Matters arising from the Minutes
None.

Matters arising from the Minutes
None.

Oral Reports

None.

Principal Business

Legacies of Slavery Report

The Vice-Provost presented the final report of the Legacies of Slavery
Committee. He noted that Governing Body had already received the
Committee’s preliminary report and highlighted that many
recommendations made in that report had already been acted upon. The
Vice Provost extended his thanks to all Fellows and staff that made the
research project, which culminates in this final report and the
recommendations made within it, possible.

The Vice-Provost explained that the Report presents recommendations
alongside the College’s Officers’ view on enactment of each of those
proposals. He highlighted a major proposal made in the Report, which is
to ringfence an element of the College endowment for initiatives aimed to
benefit those from backgrounds adversely affected by the slave trade.

Professor Austin, a key contributor to the Committee, emphasised that
the project was rooted in scholarly enquiry.

The Senior Officers responded to queries about how income from the
proposed ringfenced element of the endowment would be applied, and
the input the Senior Officers had had in formulating the proposals.

The Vice-Provost clarified that the Senior Officers had been asked by
Council to explore how proposals made by the Committee could be
implemented in practice.

The Senior Tutor committed to work with the Admissions Tutor to
implement an increased emphasis on widening the participation of BME
individuals in student admissions.

The Vice-Provost elaborated on how the figure of £2,000,000 had been
reached as an appropriate element of the endowment to ringfence. The
number had been reached by attempting to translate an estimate of the
benefits the College had received as a result of involvement in slavery into
a present-day equivalent figure, although he noted the inherent
difficulties of calculating this accurately. The suggestion was made that
the £2 million should be index-linked in order to sustain its value.



70.

71.

The Director of Development asked the Vice-Provost to clarify what sum
the Development Office was being asked to raise matched funding for.
The Vice-Provost clarified that this would be in relation to a Post-
Graduate Studentship, half funded by the College, with the remainder of
the funding being sought from donors.

Governing Body raised the question of whether the College could pursue
partnerships with educational institutions abroad in areas particularly
impacted by the slave trade and noted that some moves in this direction
were already being taken.

Governing Body asked that the College’s work on tackling the legacies of
slavery was shared with Cambridge college leadership communities more
widely, to facilitate knowledge-sharing and transparency.

Governing Body agreed:

a) To receive with thanks the Report of the Legacies of Slavery
committee; and
b) To accept the recommendations of the Report.

Examination Results

The Senior Tutor presented a paper to Governing Body outlining the
current position regarding exam results from the 2023 exam season. She
explained that the ongoing marking and assessment boycott, lead by the
University and College Union, meant College had been unable secure a
full set of marks for a majority of its undergraduate students (a situation
expected to prevail for some time).

The Senior Tutor highlighted the proforma letter being used to support
students seeking to move on to further study or training in the absence of
their exam results. She invited members of Governing Body to contact the
Tutorial Office if they needed assistance supporting students in this
regard.

Additionally, the Senior Tutor drew Governing Body’s attention to the
upcoming supervision boycott. She highlighted that the majority of
College teaching was carried out by individuals who may participate in
the boycott. She urged Governing Body to remain mindful of the likely
impact of this boycott when planning teaching for Michaelmas term.

Governing Body agreed to authorise the Senior Tutor to delay her report
on Examination Results until Michaelmas term 2023.

Revised Ordinances

In the Provost’s absence, the Vice Provost presented proposed revised
College Ordinances to Governing body for their second reading.

The revised Ordinances had initially been presented to Governing Body,
and approved, at Congregation on 26t June 2023. The Vice-Provost now,
in accordance with the College’s Governing Documents, asked Governing
Body to approve them for the second time, to enable the proposed
Ordinances to come into effect with the new Statutes on 31st July.



792,

Governing Body agreed to approve for the second time the revised
Ordinances, first approved on 26th June 2023, to take effect on 31st July
2023.

Routine Papers (for report only)

None.

Any Other Business

None.





