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King’s College Estates Records

Catalogue compiled by Jude Brimmer from a card catalogue by Michael Stansfield at the King’s College Archive Centre, Cambridge, as part of the ‘Promotion of Public Access to the King’s College Estates Records’ project supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund.
KCAR/6/2/100
Lessingham, Norfolk

Documents relating to King's College estates in Lessingham, Norfolk.  Includes records from the Abbey of Bec, Normandy.  Includes LES/1-/112.

Along with two other Norfolk estates, Horstead and Toft Monks, Lessingham was transferred to King's College from the ownership of Eton by Edward IV in 1462.  This was to compensate the College for the seizure of much of its property following the deposition of Henry VI.  A former cell of the Abbey of Bec in Normandy, Lessingham remained under the College's ownership until the twentieth century.  The original grant also included the advowson of Lessingham rectory.  The College sold the Lessingham land, along with nearby Haddiscoe, in 1921.

1337-1872

5 boxes

KCAR/6/2/100/01
Court rolls

1337-1671

Other court rolls relating to Lessingham can be found among the  records of the Abbey of Bec, Normandy, under KCAR/6/1/0 BEC/2, 4, 6, 7, 9, 12-15, 36-38 and 42.

LES/1
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1349-1350

(Former reference: Comp P1)

2 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/2
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1382-1399

(Former reference: Comp P2)

17 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/3
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1399-1414

(Former reference: Comp P3)

23 items

parchment

In Latin

LES/4
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1413-1422

(Former reference: Comp P4)

20 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/5
Court roll

Court record for Lessingham manor.

1422-1423

(Former reference: Comp P5)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/6
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1424-1433

(Former reference: Comp P6)

19 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/7
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1442-1450

(Former reference: Comp P7)

9 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/8
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1461-1489

(Former reference: Comp P8)

31 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/9
Court roll

Court record for Lessingham manor.

1484-1485

(Former reference: Comp P9)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/10
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1489-1510

(Former reference: Comp P10)

23 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/11
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1528-1545

(Former reference: Comp P11)

20 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/12
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1544-1555

(Former reference: Comp P12)

25 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/14
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1557-1563

(Former reference: Comp P14)

12 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/15
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1562-1569

(Former reference: Comp P15)

6 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/16
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1569-1579

(Former reference: Comp P16)

10 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/17
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1585-1589

(Former reference: Comp P17)

3 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/18
Court roll

Court record for Lessingham manor.

1587-1588

(Former reference: Comp P18)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/19
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1589-1594

(Former reference: Comp P19)

9 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/20
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1593-1596

(Former reference: Comp P20)

6 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/21
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1596-1599

(Former reference: Comp P21)

4 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/22
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1607-1610

(Former reference: Comp P22)

3 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/23
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1612-1622

(Former reference: Comp P23)

10 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/24
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1625-1628

(Former reference: Comp P24)

2 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/25
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1649-1655

(Former reference: Comp P25)

9 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/26
Court rolls

Court records for Lessingham manor.

1662-1671

(Former reference: Comp P26)

6 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/87
Court roll

Court record for Lessingham manor.

1519

(Former reference: Box 244)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

LES/89
Court roll

Court record for Lessingham manor.

1382

(Former reference: CC319)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

LES/97
Court roll

Court record for Lessingham and West Wretham manors.

Oct 1337

(Former reference: Lessingham box)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

KCAR/6/2/100/02
Rentals

c. 1425-1743

Other rentals relating to Lessingham can be found in KCAR/6/2/38/1/2 Coltishall Rentals, COL/397-398.

LES/27
Consuetudines

List of custom charges owed to Lessingham manor by tenants.

c. 1425

(Former reference: Comp P27)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/28
Rental

Rental for Lessingham manor.

23 Jun 1516

(Former reference: Comp P28)

1 item

paper

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/29
Rentals

Rentals for Lessingham manor.

1625-1686

(Former reference: Comp P28a)

1 file (31 items)

parchment

In English

Rolled material

LES/30
Rental

Rental for Lessingham manor.

1654

(Former reference: Comp P29)

1 item

parchment

In English

Rolled material

LES/31
Rental

Rental for Lessingham manor.

1712

(Former reference: Comp P30)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/32
Rental

Rental for Coltishall and Lessingham manors.

1722

(Former reference: Comp P31)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/33
Rental

Rental for Lessingham manor.

1725

(Former reference: Comp P32)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/34
Quitrent rental

Rental of quitrents in Coltishall and Lessingham.

1743

(Former reference: Comp P33)

2 items

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/03
Manorial accounts

1509-1510

Other manorial accounts relating to Lessingham can also be found in KCAR/6/2/38/1/3 Coltishall Manorial Accounts, COL/387.

LES/65
Farmers' accounts

Accounts for Robert Auncell and Geoffrey Elys, farmers of Lessingham, and William Wade, farmer of Toft Monks.

1509-1510

(Former reference: Box H)

1 item

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/04
Receipts

1464-1556

LES/69
Receipt

Receipt for a farm [rent] from M A Lye to John Ydewyn.

2 Nov 1466

(Former reference: Box W59)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/70
Receipt

Receipt for a farm [rent] from M A Lye to John Idwyn, rector and farmer of Lessingham [same as LES/69].

22 Jun 1466

(Former reference: Box W80)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/71
Receipt

Receipt for a farm [rent] from W[alter] Lenist, [Bursar of King's College] to John Idewyn, farmer of Lessingham.

11 May 1466

(Former reference: Box W81)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/72
Receipt

Receipt for farm [rent] from Walter Lenist, Bursar of King's College to John Idewyn, rector of Lessingham.

26 Mar 1466

(Former reference: Box W82)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/73
Receipt

Receipt for a farm [rent] from M A Lye to John Idewyn, farmer.

2 Sep 1466

(Former reference: Box W83)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/83
Receipt

Receipt from Philip Baker, Bursar of King's College, to a Mr Barspole.

24 Apr 1553

(Former reference: Box 111)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/84
Receipt

Receipt for a farm [rent] from Richard Fawley, Bursar of King's College,  to John Idewyn, rector and farmer of Lessingham.

30 Apr 1464

(Former reference: Box 111)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/85
Receipt

Receipt for a farm [rent] from Michael Stoke, Bursar of King's College,  to Mr [Walter?] Barspole.

1 Nov 1546

(Former reference: Box 111)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/90
Farmers' receipts

Receipts from Bursars/Receiver-Generals representing King's College to Lessingham farmers.

1469-1556

(Former reference: 'Estates accounts..' box)

1 file (13 items)

paper

In Latin

KCAR/6/2/100/05
Surrenders

1504-1831

LES/93
Court memoranda

Bundle of court documents including admissions, surrenders and extracts.

1647-1687

(Former reference: 'Estate accounts..' box)

1 file (c. 15 items)

paper

In English

LES/100
Suit roll

A suit roll for Lessingham manor.

1784

(Former reference: Lessingham box)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/101
Surrender

Surrender of copyhold land by Siday and Robert Hawes.

22 Jun 1831

(Former reference: Lessingham box)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/106
Court memoranda

Bundle of court documents including presentments, admissions, surrenders and court proceedings.

1504-1831

Material predominantly dates from 1620 - 1680.

(Former reference: Lessingham box)

1 file in 3 parts (c. 150 items)

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/06
Court extracts

1508-1663

Other court extracts relating to Lessingham can also be found in KCAR/6/2/38/1/6 Coltishall Court Extracts, COL/388.

LES/13
Extracts

Extracts from court rolls for Lessingham manor.

1509-1547

(Former reference: Comp P13)

8 items

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/68
Fragment

Fragment of extracts from a court roll.

c. 1550

(Former reference: Box W45)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/74
Extract

Extract from a court roll for Lessingham manor.

1663

(Former reference: Box Aa61)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Much of the text is illegible

LES/75
Extracts

Extracts from a court leet.

28 Oct 1508

(Former reference: Box 111)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/76
Extract

Extract of a court leet.

23 Apr 1509

(Former reference: Box 111)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/77
Extract

Extract of a court leet.

23 Apr 1523

(Former reference: Box 111)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

LES/88
Extracts

Extracts from a court roll for Lessingham manor.

1526

(Former reference: CC42)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/92
Extracts

Extracts from a court roll for Lessingham manor.

1520-1525

(Former reference: 'Estate accounts..' box)

5 items

parchment

In Latin

KCAR/6/2/100/07
Leases

1343-1872

LES/42
Petition

Petition to King's College by John Jacson over Guncroft land leased by Mr Spooner.

c. 1600

(Former reference: Comp P41)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/57
Lease

Lease by John Silcock to Dr William Cooke, Provost of King's College, of land in Hempstead.

30 Dec 1790

(Former reference: Comp P55)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/58
Release

Release by John Silcock and his wife, Ann, to Dr William Cooke, Provost of King's College, of lands in Hempstead.

31 Dec 1790

(Former reference: Comp P56)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/59
Final concord

Copies of a fine over lease (LES/57) between Dr William Cooke, Provost of King's College, and John Silcock.

1791

(Former reference: Comp P57)

2 items

parchment

In English

LES/60
Lease

Lease by Dr William Cooke, Provost of King's College, to Rev Thomas Lloyd of North Walsham, of land in Hempstead (leased in LES/57).

5 Jan 1791

(Former reference: Comp P58)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/61
Release

Release corresponding to lease of land in Hempstead by Dr William Cooke to Rev Thomas Lloyd (LES/60).

6 Jan 1791

(Former reference: Comp P59)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/67
Lease

Lease of Lessingham manor by Richard de Beausenall, prior of Ogbourne, to William, son of Edmund Heylot of Lessingham.  Includes an inventory of the manor.  A small red seal is attached.

11 Oct 1343

(Former reference: Box M93)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

LES/96
Furr Close leases

Bundle of counterpart leases for Furr Close in Lessingham.

1714-1872

(Former reference: Lessingham box)

1 file in 3 parts (21 items)

paper

In English

LES/98
Leases

Bundle of leases relating to lands in Lessingham manor.  All have red seals attached.

1491-1596

(Former reference: Lessingham box)

4 items

parchment

In English and Latin

Three of the documents are in English, the fourth in Latin.

LES/99
Furr Close drafts

Bundle of draft leases for Furr Close in Lessingham.

1838-1871

(Former reference: Lessingham box)

4 items

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/08
Surveys

1599

LES/35
Survey book

Survey of Lessingham manor, with colour map of tenants' land inside back cover.

1599

(Former reference: Comp P34)

1 volume (185 pages)

paper

In Latin

KCAR/6/2/100/09
Terriers

c. 1600-1814

LES/36
Terrier copy

Copy of an older terrier of lands held of Lessingham manor.

c. 1600

(Former reference: Comp P35)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/44
Terrier

Terrier of Furr Close in Lessingham.

c. 1600

(Former reference: Comp P42)

1 item

parchment

In English

Rolled material

LES/45
Terrier

Terrier of Furr Close in Lessingham.

1613

(Former reference: Comp P43)

1 item

parchment

In English

Rolled material

LES/46
Terrier

Terrier of Furr Close.

1714

(Former reference: Comp P44)

2 items

paper

In English

Rolled material

LES/47
Terrier

Terrier of Furr Close in Lessingham.

1753

(Former reference: Comp P45)

1 item

parchment

In English

Rolled material

LES/102
Terrier

Terrier of Fir [Furr] Close, Lessingham.

1649

(Former reference: Shelf G to L 22a)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/103
Terrier

Terrier of Fir [Furr] Close, Lessingham.

1813

(Former reference: Shelf G to L125)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/104
Terrier

Terrier of Fir [Furr] Close, Lessingham.

1814

(Former reference: Shelf G to L131)

1 item

parchment

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/10
Valuations

1837

LES/105
Valuation

Valuation of Fir [Furr] Close, Lessingham.

1837

(Former reference: Shelf G to L142)

1 item

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/11
Maps and plans

1599-1914

LES/108
Photocopy

Copy of 1599 map found on back cover of survey book (LES/35).

1599

(Former reference: 134/5)

1 item

paper

In Latin

Rolled material

LES/109
Furr Close plan

Plan of Furr Close, Lessingham.

c. 1825

(Former reference: Map L59 (134/6))

1 item

paper

In English

LES/110
Ordnance Survey map

OS map of Norfolk, including Lessingham, no. XXX.SW (part).

1914

(Former reference: 134/1)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/111
Ordnance Survey map

OS map of Norfolk, including Lessingham, no. XXX.10.

1906

(Former reference: 134/1)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/112
Ordnance Survey map

OS map of Norfolk, including Lessingham, no. XXX.14.

1906

(Former reference: 134/1)

1 item

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/12
Estate correspondence

1724-1745

LES/37
Rental correspondence

Letters relating to rents at Lessingham and Coltishall manors from Edmund Plumsted, with notes by Mr Smith.

1744-1745

(Former reference: Comp P36)

7 items

paper

In English

LES/95
Henry Smith correspondence

Correspondence with Henry Smith concerning Lessingham estate.

1724-1725

(Former reference: Bricet box 3)

3 items

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/13
Accounts

1462-1556

LES/78
Bill

Bill of costs.

1462-1463

(Former reference: Box 111)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

LES/79
Bailiff's allowance

Allowance for the bailiff of Lessingham manor.

1554

(Former reference: Box 111)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/80-82
Farmers' allowances

Allowances for Lessingham farmers Robert Auncell and Geoffrey Elys.

c. 1550

(Former reference: Box 111)

3 items

paper

In English

LES/86
Expenses

Expenses allowed to John Idewyn, rector and farmer of Lessingham, by Richard Fawley, Bursar of King's College.

30 Apr 1462

(Former reference: Box 111)

1 item

paper

In Latin

LES/91
Farmers' and bailiffs' allowances

Bills of allowances for bailiffs and farmers on the Lessingham estate.

1519-1556

(Former reference: 'Estate accounts..' box)

6 items

paper

In English

LES/107
Farmers' accounts

Nots on farmers' income and expenditure.

c. 1470

(Former reference: FLC Collection)

2 items

paper

In Latin

KCAR/6/2/100/14
Estate administration

1812

LES/66
Allotment act

Act for allotting lands in Hempstead and drainage in nearby Hempstead, Happisburgh, Eccles, Sea Palling, Lessingham and Ingham.

1812

(Former reference: Box 1K16)

1 item (46 pages)

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/15
Inclosure

1801-1838

LES/38
Inclosure act

Copy of inclosure act for Happisburgh and Lessingham parishes.

1801

(Former reference: Comp P37)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/39
Inclosure claims

State of the claims delivered by the commissions under the 1801 Inclosure Act (LES/38).

8 Jul 1801

(Former reference: Comp P38)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/40
Notice

Notification from inclosure commissioners of granting of land in Lessingham and Happisburgh to King's College in lieu of right of soil, as 'lord' of Lessingham manor.

1 Jul 1803

(Former reference: Comp P39)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/41
Extracts

Extracts from the awards of the commissioners in LES/39.

21 Jul 1803

(Former reference: Comp P40)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/43
Extracts

Extracts from the Happisburgh and Lessingham award of allotments to King's College in Furr Close.

Feb 1838

(Former reference: Comp P41a)

1 item

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/16
Benefice

1645-1795

LES/48
Bishop's letter

Letter to the Vice Provost of King's College from the Bishop of Norwich regarding a presentation to Lessingham.

1645

(Former reference: Comp P46)

2 items

paper

In English

LES/49
Petition

Petition from Lessingham inhabitants in favour of a gifted minister.  24 signatures.

21 Jun 1645

(Former reference: Comp P47)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/50
Complaint

Complaint against a Mr Howgrave who was presented to Lessingham [as Minister?] by King's College. 10 signatures.

c. 1650

(Former reference: Comp P48)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/51
Hempstead advowson book

A book containing evidences and writings concerning the title of Hempstead advowson.

c. 1725

(Former reference: Comp P49)

1 volume (20 pages)

paper

In English

LES/52
Abstract

An abstract of the deeds relating to the Hempstead advowson (in LES/51) and the opinion of counsel regarding the title of William Heath's land.

18 Apr 1740

(Former reference: Comp P50)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/53
Advowson lease

One-year lease of the Hempstead advowson from King's College by Mr William Heath.

28 Apr 1740

(Former reference: Comp P51)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/54
Advowson conveyance

Conveyance of Hempstead advowson to King's College by William Heath.

29 Apr 1740

(Former reference: Comp P52)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/55
Final concord

Copy of a fine levied for Hempstead advowson between William Heath and King's College.

1749

(Former reference: Comp P53)

2 items

parchment

In English

LES/56
Rectories

Consolidation of Hempstead and Lessingham rectories by Thomas, Bishop of Norwich.  The Bishop's seal is attached.

22 Aug 1740

(Former reference: Comp P54)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/62
Petition

Petition from King's College to the Bishop of Norwich over property of the rectory.

1795

(Former reference: Comp P60)

1 item

paper

In English

LES/63
Bishop's faculty

Faculty in answer to petition (LES/62) from Charles, Bishop of Norwich.

1 Apr 1795

(Former reference: Comp P61)

1 item

parchment

In English

LES/94
Tenants' letter

Letter from the tenants of Lessingham to King's College once more requesting a minister.  19 signatures.

Jul 1647

(Former reference: Bricet box 3)

1 item

paper

In English

KCAR/6/2/100/17
Taxation

1478

LES/64
Exchequer claim

Exchequer claim against King's College for taxes due from ecclesiastical estates in Norfolk - namely Lessingham priory, Happisburgh, Hempstead and Eccles.

1478

(Former reference: Box 60)

1 item

parchment

In Latin

Rolled material
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